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1. Throw away 

plastic bottles in 

a recycle bin and 

drink tap water 

or buy a reusable 

water bottle.             

2. Turn your air 

conditioner a few 

degrees lower 

during the sum-

mer. Youôll still 

be cool and save 

energy. Save 

more energy and 

money by not 

using it at all. 

3. Buy a gas grill 

barbecue. Pro-

pane burns much 

cleaner than 

charcoal or 

wood.  

4. Consider shop-

ping at local 

farmerôs markets. 

Locally grown 

are better for the 

environment and 

the economy.  

 Joliet Junior College Technical department was quite busy 

this spring making differences in the community with the help of our 

students.  On May 2nd, Joliet Junior College EEAS 299 Habitat 

classes were acknowledged at the  Will County Habitat for Humanity 

20th Annual Gala.  Joe Thomas, Dr Proulx and trustee Barbara De-

Laney accepted the award. EEAS 299 class volunteer their time in the 

construction process of habitat houses and in March students, faculty 

and staff hosted a painting party to help finish various homes for their 

future homeowners.   

   This was the first year Joliet Junior College presented a team to the Instrument Society of 

America (ISA) Competition. The Joliet Junior College team members were Jeff Nurczyk, Wayne 

Owens, Kyle Andre and William Bilotta. Out of the thirteen teams present, the Joliet Junior Col-

lege team placed a respectable third place finish. Instructor, Al Hostert, and his students appreciate 

being given the opportunity to participate in the event and look forward to 

next yearôs competition. 

 

   At the award ceremony in Springfield, Illinois on Saturday April 25, 

2009, Joliet Junior College Manufacturing and Automotive students re-

ceived the highest awards at Skills USA.  

 

  In Manufacturing Mike Abbott and Jason Gill received the 

Gold and Silver Medals respectively in their competition.  Also plac-

ing  in Manufacturing were the following: Eric Sorg fourth place, 

Jacob Brouch sixth place, Jason Soukup seventh place, and Dennis 

Sachaschik eighth place.   
 

          Two Automotive students also received medals at Skills USA. 

James Shabnow took first place and Alex Richards third. Addition-

ally, Tim Hatcher placed fourth place and Daniel Banks fifth. JJC 

students also took 8th through 13th place having qualified 10 of the 

15 competitors.  

 

  Mike Abbott, of manufacturing and James Shabnow from auto-

motives are now eligible to compete in the National Skills USA competi-

tion held each June in Kansas City.  Only Gold Medal winners from all 

50 states are invited to compete.   
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Last month the Criminal Justice Club hosted a Top Gun 

event to educate the community on basic firearm safety 

training. Training was conducted thanks to Office Luttrell 

and Tammy Fox. Participants learned about gun safety 

through the use of Criminal Justiceôs new firearm simula-

tor software system.  

Dana Mendoza, CJ Club president coordinated the party 

and club members William Garrett and Brad Riley do-

nated their time assisting participants with use of the 

FATS system. Kim Karlberg would like to thank every-

one for their hard work and dedication, this was truly a 

wonderful CJ club event.  

Lynn Graf, automotive instructor and program coordinator, will be 

retiring at the end of the spring 2009 semester. Lynn leaves JJC after 

17 years of service. After spending some time in the military Lynn 

obtained his Bachelorôs Degree from SIU. His first teaching position 

was at Kankakee where he taught automotive technology for 14 

years. Lynn has been a avid supporter of continuing education and 

has encouraged many JJC graduates to pursue higher education, a 

tradition we certainly hope to continue. We are pleased he has agreed 

to continue to help serve the automotive program after his retirement 

by helping us through our recertification process and providing input 

on our advisory committee. We wish him all the best in his retire-

ment! 

          In impacting the community, the Technical department hosted 

various events throughout the semester to help challenge the minds of 

our community high school students. In March the Computer Aided 

Design and Drafting program hosted the 2009 Regional IDEA compe-

tition with 8 local high schools and over 100 participants.  Lockport 

high school walked away this year with 6 awards, taking 1st place in 3 

different categories. Romeoville took 1st place in two categories and 

Bolingbrook, Lincoln-Way East and Lemont each taking 1st place 

once, in a given category.   

 

Finally on May 1st, the Techni-

cal department hosted its annual Robotic Engineering Challenge 

with over 10 schools and 125 high school students in attendance. 

The event was a success helping students creatively design Lego 

robots to compete in various mazes.  GAVC won first in both Nov-

ice and Expert division as well as 2nd and 3rd in novice. Plainfield 

South  placed 2nd and 3rd in Expert.  

Mark  

Your  

Calendar 
For  theses Exciting  

Technical  Events 
 

August 

Green Week 

 

October 

AEC College Night 

 

January 

Robotic Challenge 

 

March 

IDEA Competition 

AEC Career Night 

 

TBA 

Habitat House 

Skills USA 

ISA Competition 
 

Car  

Trouble? 
 

Remember to  

Support your school 

and call our  

Automotive program 

for  

top notice automotive 

repair services at 

 ext. 2229 


