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All  

 in the  

Numbers 

Technical dept. has 

seen yet another in-

crease in enrollment 

this semester, up al-

most 23% from last 

fall. Within the Tech-

nical Department our 

biggest increases come 

from Criminal Justice, 

whom is up 45%, OPT 

with a large increase 

of 75% and Industrial 

Maintenance, whom 

has seen a whopping 

100% increase. Great 

Job to everyone for 

their recruiting efforts.  

The technical depart-

ment continues to 

promote green aware-

ness by launching a 

tech green resources 

center. For quick re-

sources, you can now 

go to our website, 

www.tech-jjc.net and 

click on green or take 

a walk down to our 

department for our 

one stop resource 

center on local mate-

rials that 

meet green 

standards.  

In the world of construction, sustainability has become a major component in the design 

and construction of commercial and residential buildings.  In ensuring that JJC students are prepared 

for the changing industry, the Architecture, Engineering and Construction program incorporates sus-

tainability into each class and has added a new course specific to ñgoing greenò. This fall the Techni-

cal department will be offering AEC 290-80, a forum on Sustainability. 

  

This course is a series of lectures and presentations on sustainabil-

ity. The weekly topics are intended to introduce the students to 

green, sustainable living and building practices. The student will 

gain a basic understanding of why we are ñgoing greenò, what it 

means and how to implement living and building green. The student 

will also understand LEED ratings and performance criteria and the 

various methods and materials used in the construction industry for 

sustainable building. 

 

 This 3 hour credit lecture series will be running every Friday 

night for 11 weeks from 6 to 9:30pm. For more information or 

to register, please contact Maria Anna Rafac at ext. 2546 

Through the coordination of the National Science Foundation 

and Margret Semmer, Dean of Career and Technical Educa-

tion, Joliet Junior College hosted for the first time a camp this 

summer that catered to over 85 girls in grades 6th thru 9th, 

introducing various different career options that are normally 

geared and marketed towards males. The Technical Depart-

ment participated in the event by offering classes  in various 

areas such as Automotive, Architecture, Construction, Criminal 

Justice, CADD and Orthotics and Prosthetics Technology. Stu-

dents were excited as they learned about programs that, before 

then, never entered their minds as a possible career. Many of 

the activities offered were hands-on as girls learned how to 

conduct an oil change in automotive, develop a mold of their 

feet in the O&P labs and very much enjoyed learning about 

electricity and ñgoing greenò with Cheryl Upshaw, just to 

name a few. Another department that participated in the 

event was CIOS and Business Education, whom taught about 

film making, computer design and networking.   To hear 

more about this great event, check out the article published 

in the Joliet Herald newspaper at: 

 http://www.suburbanchicagonews.com/heraldnews/

news/1682744,4_1_JO24_SCIENCE_S1-090724.article  

 

Above: Making Feet in O&P 

Below: Changing Oil in Automotive 



P A G E  2  

Car  

Trouble? 
 

Remember to  

Support your school 

and call our  

Automotive program 

for  

top notch automotive 

repair services at 

 ext. 2229 

Mark  

Your  

Calendar 
For  theses Exciting  

Technical  Events 
 

August 

Green Week 

 

October 

AEC College Night 

 

January 

Robotic Challenge 

 

March 

IDEA Competition 

AEC Career Night 

 

TBA 

Habitat House 

Skills USA 

ISA Competition 
 

The week of June 22 - 27, students and advisors from across the Nation met in 
Kansas City, Missouri for the 45th Skills USA National Leadership and Skills 
Conference.  More than 5,000 students competed in more than 91 occupa-
tional and leadership skill areas.  Kurt Nelson, (Mechanical Production Lab 
Technician and Adjunct Instructor) brought two students, Michael Abbott and 
Jason Gill, to compete on the National stage in Precision Machine and CNC, 
respectively and Jim Coleman (Automotive Coordinator) brought student 
James Shabnow for Automotive.  
 
At the award ceremony pride filled our small section of seats when it 

was learned that Joliet Junior College's very 
own, Michael Abbott, won 4th place in the 
United States and met the skill equivalency 
expected by industry.  Furthermore, James 
Shabnow took 14th place against 49 others. 
Although we did not bring home a medal, it is 
truly an amazing feat, and congratulations to those 
students whom competed. 

Mike Abbott takes 4th 

Place at Skills USA   

National Competition.  

The Technical department would like to welcome Curt Ward to 

Joliet Junior College. Curt has been hired as a full-time faculty 

member, replacing Lynn Graf whom retired last spring after 17 

years of service at JJC.  

 

Curt comes to JJC from the Automotive Industry where he served 

as a Technical Training Instructor for 15 years at the Chrysler Cor-

poration. Additionally, he has served as Adjunct Automotive In-

structor at several area colleges. Curt, and his wife, Tammy have 

five children ranging in age from 16-23. 

 

In his spare time, Curt is the Committee Chairperson for an area 

Boy Scout Troop and Venture Crew. He is also the Pit/

Transportation Co-Chair for the Waubonsie Valley High School 

Marching Band. Curt loves the outdoors, and is an avid back-

packer and has enjoyed geocaching all over the globe. 
Curt Ward of  

Automotive ext. 2554 


