


Jim Ridings, JJC class of 1971

Ridings is a local author and journalist. After receiving his associate’s degree from JJC, 
Ridings earned a bachelor’s degree in journalism from Southern Illinois University in 
Carbondale, going on to write for The Daily Times in Ottawa and The Beacon News 
in Aurora. He has won awards for his investigative reporting from both the Associated 
Press and the United Press International. In addition he has written a dozen books 
on Illinois history, including County West, which was recognized by the Illinois State 
Historical Society in 2004. His latest published piece is a history on the coal-mining 
ghost town of Cardiff, Illinois.

Rich Chavez, JJC class of 1962

Chavez, a Joliet resident, has taught Spanish at area schools for the last four decades. 
After graduating from JJC, he earned his bachelor’s degree in secondary education from 
the University of Illinois and his master’s degree in Latin American studies from Southern 
Illinois University. Chavez credits his college success to a $1,000 Kiwanis Scholarship 
he received that enabled him to continue his education at the University of Illinois. After 
learning recently that Kiwanis no longer awarded the scholarships, Chavez surprised club 
members when he presented them with $13,000 to continue the program.

Chavez has taught at Lincoln-Way High School, Lockport High School, Southern Illinois 
University Graduate School, and Plainfield High School, where he spent 34 years. In 
recognition of his time there, Chavez donated funds to establish a yearly award of 
$2,000 for a deserving senior in financial need. 

Jan Walters, JJC class of 2001

Walters, a graduate of JJC’s first vet tech class in 2001, returned to the college after 
earning her degree as an adjunct veterinary medical technology instructor and vet 
tech facility manager. The Channahon resident also writes a monthly column for the 
Joliet Herald News called “Pet Talk.” Walters says her experiences on both sides of the 
desk have enabled her to be more than just an instructor, but also a cheerleader and a 
counselor to her students.

Derrick Trumbly, JJC class of 2003

Trumbly majored in theatre at JJC before transferring to finish his bachelor’s degree at 
Columbia College. In 2006, he was performing weekly at the Drury Lane Water Tower 
Place in Chicago and had already finished his first film, “Coop’s Night In,” a 20-minute 
short that was shown in local festivals that year. “JJC gave me my start,” Trumbly said 
in 2006. “ I learned a lot from everything they taught…the shows really put me over the 
top. I learned how to be a better stage performer.”

More than 9 out of  10 Illinois community college graduates remain in Illi-
nois after completing college and contribute to the state’s economy. 

JJC students are no exception:


