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A Letter from Kristin

Since my cheering you on at the opening session
of PPD week, | hope that you have been keeping your
momentum going. As we approach the turning point of
the semester, going from starting to ending, we may not
feel that the uphill part of our journey is ending.
Students’ projects in our classes are getting longer and
more complicated, both for them to complete and for
faculty to grade. Just when it seemed like there was
time to breathe from fall registration ending, spring
registration is beginning. And | know as | walk through
the administrative offices that our staff and student
workers are not finding much time between projects.

However, there is an excitement in seeing our
students in action. Blazer is still putting forth interesting,
pertinent, and entertaining newspapers. Our students
are talking about the upcoming presidential election in
the hallways and as they walk together in the parking
lots. Mainstreet highlighted the many areas in which our
students show interest. As always, in my chats with
faculty, there are both exciting moments and moments
of frustration, but all are teaching moments.

As you look at what the Student Learning

Committee is doing this year, you'll see some of the
same accomplishments and challenges as we work
together with academic departments, student services
and administration. But all of our work is exciting and
worthwhile. So is yours! Here’s to a great downhill run to
December and the cycle starting all over again!

Kristin LaTour, Student Learning Coord.

Did You Know...

Math, science and
sociology teachers are
using census data to teach
students about variables
and statistics, demographic
change, cultural shifts and
research? Did you realize
we are approaching a
census year? If youd like
more information about
using census data, you
might want to look at the
article “Bring the Past to
Life with the Census” by
Bob Coulter in the latest
issue of Connect
Magazine. It's in our

EbscoHost database.
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Academy News

You may have heard about JJC’s involvement in the Higher Learning Commission’s Academy
and wondered what the point was and if it really would make any changes in assessment, outcomes,
or student learning. Some of you may still not know what the Academy is or why we’re participating.
Our work will touch on everyone at JJC, and it's moving forward at a strong pace. If you're not on
board, better start heading for the train!

The Academy team is made up of faculty and
administrators who have a hand in student learning.
Patrick Stephens from Math, Barbara Biles from So-
cial/Behavioral Sciences, and Kristin LaTour from Eng-
lish and World Languages make up the faculty part of
the team. Dennis Haynes and Joe Offerman make up
the administrative end.

Here is our project. We have not done a gen-
eral education assessment across departments at JJC,
nor do we have stated general education learning out-
comes, so our charge is to develop both of these. We
are already at work on the outcomes. A draft has gone
to several committees on campus for feedback, and

then we’ll revise and bring them to whole faculty and staff during the spring PPD week. Look for open
forums where you can see the outcomes, discuss them, and add your feedback. We’ll revise once
more, and then they will be published in the catalog, sent to the Curriculum Committee to be used in
connection with course development and syllabi, and also used in CurricuNet. Our next step during
the 2009-2010 academic year will be to choose one outcome to measure and develop an assess-
ment plan across several departments. What departments are involved will depend on what outcome
we assess.

Students and Service Learning at the Early Childhood
Education Center

Many students are surprised to discover that the youngest scholars attending Joliet Junior
College are only three years old. The Early Childhood Center has been educating children while
parents work or attend classes for over thirty years at the Main Campus. In addition to providing a
quality, child focused environment the ECC also makes available a variety of Service Learning op-
portunities. From child observations to organizing classroom materials and direct projects with the
children, the ECC Service Learning program builds a cohesive link between classroom studies and
real life experiences.

In the 2007-2008 school year, over 150 students completed over 210 hours of service learn-
ing at the ECC. The maijority of these students were JJC students meeting course requirements to
support their knowledge of Child Development. For instance, JJC students pursuing a teaching ca-
reer produced and implemented math activities appropriate for Preschool age children. Psychology
students, needing to observe typical social skills and behavior took a more reflective approach as
they observed children negotiate with their peers. Reading to the children was a Service Learning
experience enjoyed by many JJC students as part of Speech Classes and Literature studies.

Not all Service Learning experiences involve JJC students directly interacting with the chil-
dren- in fact some participants are not JJC students, yet. The ECC hosts many local high school
child development classes each year. During the 2007-2008 school year the Early Childhood Center
was host to seven area school groups. These students tour the program and meet with staff to in-

Cont. on page 4




Assessment Lingo

As with any specialty, assessment of student
learning has its own lingo. We have a glos-
sary of terms on the Student Learning Com-
mittee webpage, but here are a few keys
terms to know

Benchmarking: How we measure against
other institutions like JJC. We are at a good
place right now. Many community colleges are
figuring out how to assess general education,
how to keep departments motivated in as-
sessment planning, and how assessment of
student learning fits into the greater mission of
the college

Outcome or Learning Outcome: What we
want students to know, understand or be able
to do. For example, an outcome in a composi-
tion course might be for students to use cor-
rect grammar. In a math course it might be to
understand how to use a calculator. There are
outcomes at the course level stated in syllabi,
outcomes at the program level for degrees
and certificates, and general education out-
comes that can cut across departments, pro-
grams and student services.

Assessment Plan: This is a project for meas-
uring student learning. In the past, JJC has
focused on academic assessment planning
where departments would assess a learning
outcome in various courses. For example, his-
tory teachers might want to assess if students
can analyze a historical event’s outcome.
They then set about determining how to know
their students learned the outcome, how many
learned it and how well. The teachers analyze
their findings and decide whether they need to
make changes in the course, their teaching,
etc. We are moving toward assessment out-
side of departments into areas like clubs, ad-
vising, and tutoring.

Do you have an idea for
a student learning
project that’s a little
beyond the scope of what
your department is
doing? Do you want to
develop and innovative
classroom assessment
idea that could be
presented at
conferences? Are you
excited about an idea for
measuring student
learning but need some
money to get going?
Apply for a grant from
the Student Learning
Committee! Grant
guidelines and
applications are available
on our website.

www.jjc.edu/committees/
student-learning




Save the Date for the 13th Annual Assessment %

Fair

Join us for the 13th Annual Community College Assessment Fair on Friday,
February 13th right here at JUC! Don’t be daunted by the 13th annual on Friday the 13th.
All astrological, numerological and mathematical and logical signs point to a positive

day!

Our theme is Assessment Fiesta: A Celebration of our Accomplishments. We'll %
have a keynote speaker, poster fair, concurrent sessions, food, networking, and fun.
Topics will range from classroom assessment of student learning to department and »—g
student service assessment It's on our PPD Day, so you’re already free, unless your
department makes big plans. We'll need help pointing people in the right directions,
giving out and taking in surveys, and registering participants. If you are wary of throwing P\
yourself into the fray, just come and learn. JJC faculty will be able to participate at no
cost. This will include lunch! All you’ll need to do is register. A

Faculty Attend Innovative
Partnerships Conference

In September, Anne Gean in Culinary
Arts and Kristin LaTour from English and World
Languages attended the Innovative Partnerships
in Student Learning Conference in Bloomington/
Normal and hosted by lllinois State University,
Heartland Community College and lllinois
Wesleyan University. It was a small conference
which allowed for networking with higher educa-
tion faculty and staff around the Midwest. We
attended sessions on a cooperative develop-
ment of a homeland security certificate and ma-
jor between various state colleges and universi-
ties, ideas for getting partnerships between stu-
dent services and faculty to help foster student
learning, and classroom ideas to foster student
learning. The three host colleges planned a pro-
gressive dinner for participants where the col-
leges got to show off a beautiful space on their
campus, highlight their students’ culinary skills,
and entertain us with music from students and
faculty. The jazz band at Wesleyan was smoking
hot!

While this was not an annual conference,
there are more opportunities for you to network,
learn, and bring ideas back to JJC. Visit the Stu-
dent Learning Committee website for upcoming
conferences, and apply to the committee for
funds to attend. There are local conferences like
the Higher learning Commission’s annual meet-
ing, and the 13" Annual Assessment Fair hosted
by us here at JJC. If you have the time to travel
further, there are also conferences out of state.
Want to learn more? We’'re here to help!

i .
Students and Service
cont. from page 2

vestigate careers in Early Childhood, and learn
how the ECC supports young parents as they
transition from high school to JJC.

Specific service learning experiences
within the ECC vary with the career goals of the
JJC student, the interests of the children, and
the daily activities of the program. For example,
many students who are pursuing teaching will
participate in small group age-appropriate pre-
school activities. Other JJC students complete
“behind the scenes” projects to beautify and re-
fresh the ECC environment as a way to contrib-
ute. During the last academic year the JUC ECC
was fortunate to have a number of students con-
tribute by cleaning shelves, performing play yard
maintenance and assembling educational mate-
rials allowing the teachers additional time to fo-
cus on the children.

All JJC Faculty desiring to explore the
benefits of ECC Service Learning for their stu-
dents should contact the ECC Coordinator, Bev-
erly Cavanaugh at bcavanau@jjc.edu or call the
ECC directly at extension 2280. Many educa-
tional options exist, such as special projects and
classroom observations. Student learning, re-
tention and service learning starts with our cli-
ents’ first experience with JJC.



mailto:bcavanau@jjc.edu�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



