






It’s now approaching 9 p.m., and having just finished the family’s favorite 	
meal of tacos and putting her children to sleep, Bridgette Mitcheff forges 	
ahead doing homework and checking in with her online classes.

She is currently a full-time student splitting her time between four classes: 
philosophy, astronomy, sociology and a computer sciences course.  With her 	
days busy driving her children from gymnastics and theatre practice, Mitcheff 	
has had to take advantage of the wide variety of classes JJC offers online.

“They [JJC] offer so many programs, for so many interests and I feel really 	
blessed to be close to a good affordable college.”

The story of Joliet Junior College has been told through words 
and pictures in several books, most notably Robert Sterling’s 
“Joliet Junior College 1901-2001: A Pictorial History of JJC” 
and Susan H. Wood’s “The People’s Legacy: A History of 
Joliet Junior College.” While both tell compelling tales of the 
evolution of JJC, could any book ever answer the challenge 	
of telling all of the stories of Joliet Junior College? 

Think of the numbers. The college has more than 109 years 
of history and more than 40,000 alumni. It’s estimated that 
45,000 people annually have their lives changed in some way 
by JJC—through classes, job training, or cultural events, to 
name just a few. It would take more than a thousand and 	

one nights to tell all of those stories. Even Scheherazade 
would be impressed. 

Over the past two years, the college has chronicled the 
accomplishments of more than 30 students, faculty, staff 	
and alumni as part of its Spotlight series. Though each 	
one is unique, there is common ground—the sense that for 
each of these people, and many others, JJC is a major part 	
of their life stories. 

This is a special look at excerpts from some of those 	
30 stories. To read the full versions, visit www.jjc.edu/
info/spotlight.

45,000 people annually have their lives changed 
in some way by JJC–through classes, job training, 

or cultural events, to name just a few.

Bridgette Micheff / Full-time student
Mom of three and works two part-time jobs

Rick Lyman / 1990 JJC graduate
Construction and facility planning manager at JJC/adjunct faculty

The pursuit of a construction education is something that runs in the Lyman 
family—both Rick and his brother, who is now the vice president of a construction 
company in Pittsburgh, went through the construction tech program at JJC. While 
teaching may not have always been on Lyman’s preliminary design, he feels a 
close connection with his students. 

“I remember being in the exact same position they are in now.  It makes me feel 
great to explain to them that I am proof that the process pays off,” he says. 
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Flor Cerda dreamed of attending a U.S. college or university after she completed 
her last two years of high school in Ecuador. Her hopes of attending a college 
were temporarily derailed when she learned many colleges would not accept her 
foreign high school diploma. With JJC’s help, Cerda earned a U.S. High School 
Equivalency Certificate and transitioned into college a semester before everyone 
in her graduating class.

“Through networking at the college, I have met so many people that have 
mentored me and inspired me to become a better person every day,” Cerda says.

Flor Cerda / JJC student studying engineering
Plans to transfer to the University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign

Paul Wandtke / 2006 JJC graduate
Professional musician and Berklee College of Music student

After receiving his associate in arts from JJC in 2006, Paul Wandtke 	
dove into a professional gig for Carnival Cruise Lines as a show band 
drummer performing six nights a week. 

After three months of countless ports and performances, Wandtke 	
made the decision to continue his education by enrolling at the world-
renowned Berklee College of Music in Massachusetts. Wandtke credits 
JJC for his acceptance into Berklee. 

“While at Berklee I was placed into advanced theory classes,” he 	
says. “[That’s] amazing, considering I didn’t even know how to read 	
music prior to JJC.”

Juan Ortiz / 2006 JJC graduate
Executive chef at the Royal Hawk Country Club in St. Charles, Ill.

Growing up, two of Juan Ortiz’s uncles each owned restaurants—one dedicated 	
to Mexican cuisine and the other South American cuisine. He has worked in the 
restaurant industry since the age of 18, starting as a dishwasher and making his 	
way to lead line cook. 

However, Ortiz knew it would take more than just his love for food if he wanted to 	
make a name for himself in the culinary industry. So at the age of 36, he decided 	
the best complement to his fondness of food would be a degree, which he later 	
received from JJC in 2006. 

“A neighbor’s nephew was talking about going to JJC, so I researched the school 	
and decided it was a better choice for me,” says Ortiz. “The way instructors here go 	
out of their way to help and encourage students was different than other colleges.”
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While at the college, Dan Filar, a Chicago 
native, was an active member of the 
Honors Program. One thing he’ll never 
forget, he said, was his trip with his 
classmates to the National Collegiate 
Honors Conference in Denver, Colo., in 
November 2007. 

“We got to represent JJC on a national 
level while simultaneously learning about 
how to build a better, more successful 
honors program. The conference also 
functioned as a portal to many of our 
future career paths,” he said.

Flor Cerda / JJC student studying engineering
Plans to transfer to the University of Illinois at Urbana–Champaign

Angela Sullivan
Professor for the CIOS department

Angela Sullivan says one of the most important things she can do in 	
the classroom is connect with her students. 

“I make a concerted effort to make my classes interesting and 
understandable,” the JJC Web professor says. “I have a great feeling 
of accomplishment when students understand the material and in turn, 
submit excellent projects themselves.”

Dan Filar / 2008 JJC graduate
Marketing major at	
Columbia College Chicago

Carletta Seay / 2000 JJC graduate
Development director at the Senior Services Center of Will County	
Serves as the president for the college’s Alumni Association

After JJC, Carletta Seay transferred to Northern Illinois University where she earned 	
a bachelor’s degree in business administration and then received her MBA from 	
Governors State University. 

In addition to being affordable and close to home, Seay credits her professors for getting 	
her prepared to transfer to NIU.

“The small ratio between professor and student allowed me to experience valuable one-on-one 
interaction with my professors. They were very knowledgeable and willing to help. I was able 
to have access to them if I had any questions,” she says.

Jim Baskin / 1988 JJC graduate
Professor for the English and World Languages Department
Has a Ph.D. in English from UIC and a law degree from 	
Northwestern University

Jim Baskin says he’s always enjoyed communication and interpretation, so he 
began teaching rhetoric and literature part-time at JJC in 1995 and has been 
full-time since 1999.

Baskin says his favorite author is William Shakespeare, which he says is “due 
to the bard’s insight into the human condition.” He adds he’s also a big fan of 
“The Simpsons.” In certain ways, Baskin says his varied interests reflect those 
of his students. 

“Community colleges help people of all backgrounds to reach their potential. 
Having attended Joliet Junior College myself, I am proud to teach at such a 
friendly, efficient, and respected institution.”
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What do you find most rewarding  
about your job? 
The most rewarding part of my job 
is when I equip a job seeker with 
the knowledge and tools they need 
to successfully compete in this job 
market. It’s when they call me to say, 
‘Thanks for doing that mock interview 
with me; I was really prepared for my 
actual interview,’ that I truly enjoy 
helping people help themselves.

Describe how you came to realize  
that you were passionate about 
pursuing this career. 
I realized I was passionate about 
working in higher education and helping 
students prepare for employment 
when I was working as the director 
of placement at a business college. 
I found myself trying to assist my 
students whenever and wherever I 
could. When I was at the mall with 
friends, I’d pop into stores to see if 
they were hiring, and I would network 
with people at church inquiring about 
employment opportunities. My students 
were calling me on my days off to tell 
me about their interviews, and I would 
often catch myself at the dinner table 
wondering if a particular student got 
the job. Helping my students succeed 

in their careers meant everything to 
me, and I was passionate about the 
role I played in their success.

JJC is no different. I have made 
connections with so many students 
here, and I believe I am right where 	
I am supposed to be. My passion lies 
in my ability to influence, motivate, 
encourage and inspire. I feel blessed 	
to be able to do that every day.

What is something you enjoy  
doing outside of work? 
I’m just a few classes away from my 
graduate degree, so I don’t have much 
time outside of work. But, I am very 
close to my family so I spend a lot of 
time with them. I am also involved in 
the career ministry at my church, so 
outside of work, I’m still helping others 
with their careers. 

AQBridgett Larkin
Bridgett Larkin is passionate about helping students succeed. As 
the employer relations coordinator, she works with area employers 
to provide students with mentoring, internships and employment 
opportunities. Larkin also assists student job seekers with 
resumes, cover letters and interview preparation.
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“�The most rewarding part of my job is when I equip a job seeker with the  
knowledge and tools they need to successfully compete in this job market.”
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Mirroring the national trend, demand for online 
learning has been growing at JJC. Enrollment 
in online classes for the spring 2009 semester 
rose 40 percent over the year prior, and in the 
spring 2010 semester, it went up 42 percent. 

For many students, the appeal of online classes 
is that they offer a learning environment that 
conforms to the demands of their schedule. 

“I really enjoyed taking my pharmacology 	
class online,” said second-year nursing 	
student Sommer Hullett. “I love the flexibility 
that allowed everyone to do the work at their 
own pace and whenever it was convenient 	
for them, even if that’s 3:00 in the morning. 	
It allows everyone to get the work done in the 
way that works best for each student.” 

Bill Yarrow, professor of English and iCampus 
faculty coordinator at JJC, has taught online 
classes at the college since 2002, and is an 
advocate of the format.  

Today, most college students in the 
United States take the bulk of their 
classes in a traditional classroom format. 
By 2014, a majority of them (nearly 19 
million) will be taking a combination 
of both classroom and online classes 
according to Ambient Insight Research, 
a leading market research firm in the 
learning technology field.
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“With the work, travel and child-care 
concerns that many of our students 
deal with, the flexibility of online 
classes allows them to do class work 
in remote locations at times that are 
convenient for them,” he said. “Offering 
online classes expands our student 
body. We’re doing really good work 
offering these opportunities.”

Besides the benefits of convenience, 
Yarrow believes that online classes 
provide advantages for both students 
and professors that would not be 
possible in a classroom. 

“Discussions in online classes tend 	
to be much more substantial,” he said, 
“because students have time to think 
about what they want to share and 
how they want to say it, as opposed 
to a traditional classroom setting that 
requires more immediate response.”

Written posts also make it easier 	
for instructors to track each student’s 
level of participation. Instructors can 
make contributing to discussions a 
requirement for students, but Yarrow 
often finds that conversations between 
students thrive without prompting in 
the online forums. 

Nursing student Katie Ziegler enjoys 
the interaction in online classes. 

“It’s actually easier to get to know 
everyone,” she said. “It’s a place where 
a shy person who probably wouldn’t say 
much in a classroom setting can speak 
their mind, and everyone is equal.” 

Professor Kathy Wolz teaches the 
nursing program’s pharmacology 	
class, which is only offered in an 	
online format. She finds that as an 
online instructor, she is constantly 

by Rachel Rose
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striving to improve the course to ensure 
that students are getting the resources 
they need to be successful in the class. 
To keep the learning process engaging, 
Wolz incorporates podcasts and videos 
into her online curriculum.  

“In online courses, instructors should 
be strengthening the skills students 
need to be active learners,” she said.  

Though some nursing students were 
initially resistant to the idea of an 
online-only class, the benefits of the 
shift are evident. Wolz noted that 
standardized pharmacology test 	
results improved after the class moved 
to an online format. She also finds that 
taking a nursing class online helps her 
students prepare for the NCLEX, the 
licensure examination that nursing 
students take to achieve RN or PN 
certification, and which is now entirely 
computerized. In 2009, JJC nursing 
students aced their NCLEX exams, 
surpassing the national averages at 	
95 percent for RN (national 88 	
percent) and PN at 99 percent 	
(national 86 percent).

“The use of technology in health care 
continues to grow, and the more we can 
incorporate it into the learning process 
the better prepared our students will be 
for their careers,” Wolz said.

Whether navigating online classes is 
intuitive or challenging for a student, 
JJC ensures they have the support 	
and resources they need. 

“The college offers a combination 	
of services to assist our online 
students,” said Chris Harvey, director 	
of iCampus and distance learning. 	
“In addition to the orientation course, 
workshops and 24/7 technical support 
that’s available, we also offer tutoring 
for online classes.” 

JJC instructors have also demonstrated 
their commitment to providing excellent 

teaching in a format that meets 
students’ needs. More JJC instructors 
have earned the Master of Online 
Teaching certificate than at any 	
other community college in the 	
state of Illinois. 

“This really demonstrates the faculty’s 
commitment to ensuring that we offer 
online courses that are of the highest 
academic quality,” said Harvey.  

The Master of Online Teaching 
certificate can be earned after 
successfully completing a course 
administered by the Illinois Online 
Network, a program of the University 
of Illinois. The course is designed 

for faculty, administrators and staff 
members who seek professional 
development in online teaching. 

Along with an array of courses already 
offered in an online format, JJC 
launched its first online degree in the 
spring 2010 semester: an Associate 
in Arts degree that can be completed 
entirely online with the exception of 
a biology class that must be taken 
as a blended course (the lab portion 
of the class must be completed in an 
on-campus classroom). Online degree 
programs for Computer Information and 
Office Systems and Criminal Justice are 
currently being developed and will be 
available in the near future.

To keep the learning process engaging, professor Kathy Wolz  
incorporates podcasts and videos into online curriculum.
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Joan Tierney, executive assistant to 
the president, was elected to the 
American Community College 
Trustees (ACCT) Professional Board 
Staff Network as the central region 
representative member at large.

Bill Yarrow, iCampus faculty coordinator 
and professor of English, had eleven 
poems appear in the print magazines 
“The Rio Grande Review” and “In the 
Red” (Liverpool, England), as well as in 
the online magazines “The Centrifugal 
Eye,” “Up the Staircase,” and “New 
Aesthetic” (India).

Dr. Michael Thune, assistant 
professor of philosophy, presented 	
a paper entitled “Does Disagreement 
Lead to Skepticism?” at the following 
conferences: 63rd Annual Mountain-
Plains Philosophy Conference at 	
the University of Nevada, Reno; 
Central States Philosophical 
Association Conference at Northern 
Illinois University; and at the Illinois 
Philosophical Association Conference 
at the University of Illinois at 	
Urbana–Champaign.

Bette Conkin, dean of arts and 
sciences, was selected as a peer 
reviewer for the Academic Quality 
Improvement Program (AQIP) of 	
The Higher Learning Commission 	
of the North Central Association 	
of Colleges and Schools. AQIP 	
is the alternative accreditation 	
process based on systematic 	
quality improvement principles. 

Dr. Thomas Liley, professor of 
music, participated in the 33rd 	
Annual International Saxophone 
Symposium in Washington, D.C. He 	
led two lectures and performed in 	
one recital at this prestigious U.S. 	
Navy Band event.

Chef Michael McGreal, Culinary 
Arts and Hospitality Management 
department chair, was recently 
selected as a 2010 National 
Institute for Staff and Organizational 
Development (NISOD) Excellence 
Award recipient. The NISOD, a 
consortium of over 700 community 
colleges and universities worldwide, 
has a 31-year history of recognizing 
faculty, staff, and administrators for 
outstanding contributions to teaching, 
leadership, and learning.

Successful Connections

Dr. Michael Thune Bette Conkin

Joan Tierney

Dr. Thomas Liley Chef Michael McGreal

Bill Yarrow
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by Kelly Rohder

Joe Eckols (right) competed in the basketball tournament at the 2009 World Masters Games in Sydney.
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Besides electrifying the arena of fans 
and garnering high fives from his team 
as he jogged back to the bench, hitting 
that three-point shot forged a moment 
in time Eckols says he’ll never forget. 

In fact, it was almost a moment that 
didn’t happen.

A year earlier, in September 2008, 	
after simultaneously dislocating and 
breaking his left shoulder while on 	
duty as a Joliet Junior College police 
officer, Eckols was told by a doctor 	
that he needed surgery and that he 
might not be able to play basketball 	
in the 2009 Sydney World Masters 
Games that October.

The World Masters Games—or the 	
Old Man Olympics, as Eckols playfully 
refers to it—is an international sporting 
event that gives people of all athletic 
abilities, as well as former Olympians 
and retired professional athletes, the 
chance to compete at an international 
level in an organized sport. The 
weeklong event, which is held in a 
different country every two to four 
years, includes competitions in over 	
25 different sports, from archery to 
cycling to swimming to table tennis.  

But Eckols, a 6-foot-4 banker turned 
police officer and physical fitness 
enthusiast, had trained weekly with 	
the Chicago-based U.S. team for 
months. He was determined to go. 

“I love this game,” Eckols, now 47, 
said. “But at this point, my body’s 
starting to tell me otherwise.”

With the surgery scheduled for 
December 2008 and the rehabilitation 
process estimated to take three to 	
four months, Eckols knew he was 
cutting it close. 

The 2009 games would be Eckols’ 
fourth time participating in the World 
Masters Games. He began in 1998 in 
Portland, Oregon, 2000 in Melbourne, 
Australia and 2005 Edmonton, Canada.

The opportunity to play with the U.S. 
team had come somewhat randomly. 
He played high school basketball 
and intramurals in college. As an 
adult, he played pick-up games with 
friends at the gym and in 35-and-older 
league tournaments. In 1998, he was 
approached by Robert (Bob) Lucenti, 
a Chicago lawyer and organizer of the 
World Masters U.S. basketball team. 

“He told me I had the right character, 
the right skill level to play at the two 
guard position,” Eckols said. “He 	
asked if I was interested and of course 	
I said, ‘Yes’!” 

Eckols joined 75 other men to train 
for the 2009 games, which would be 
held in arenas built for the Sydney 
2000 Summer Olympics. Every Sunday 
afternoon, Eckols would head from his 
Merrillville, Ind. home to a northwest 

Chicago area gym to workout with 
his teammates. Though Eckols said 
physical fitness is an important 
component in his profession, this 
weekly ritual proved to be a stress-
reliever and a chance to bond with 
friends and share stories about their 
lives, families and past World 	
Masters Games.

On the September day he was 	
injured, Eckols, a five-year veteran 
of the JJC PD, was in pursuit of an 
individual suspected of stealing books 
from another student.

As he caught up to the suspect, they 
fell on uneven ground. Though he was 
able to apprehend the individual, the 	
fall had injured his shoulder. 

“I was glad that I had apprehended 
this person, and that I had successfully 
done my job, but then the very next 
thing that came into my mind was ‘Am I 
going to be able to play?’” Eckols said.

Seven months to the day, after a 
successful surgery and rehabilitation, 
Eckols was back at work and back 	
on the court. Not only did Eckols make 
the 25-hour flight to Sydney, he donned 
his royal blue and white uniform and 
helped the U.S. team win the gold 
medal in the final game against the 
Australian team. Since the Games’ 
inception in 1989, the event in Sydney 
ultimately turned out a record number 
of athletes—28,292 men and women 
from 95 countries.

“It’s a blast [being on the court]. It’s 
indescribable,” he said. “Through this, 
I’ve gotten to see different countries, 
meet different people from all over the 
world and reunite with teammates from 
all over the U.S. It’s intriguing 	
to listen to stories from their time in 	
the NBA and their experience shared 
on the court.  It’s given me a lot of 
perspective on life. It makes you 
appreciate life a lot more.”

With 2.6 seconds left, shooting guard Joe Eckols caught a swift pass 
from his teammate and in one fluid motion, arced the basketball 
nearly 20 feet to sink it neatly through the net to end the quarter. 

17
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With the help of a $190,000 grant from the Illinois Environmental 
Protection Agency, the college began dredging 6,000 cubic yards 
of sediment from the lake bottom in October 2009.

By completing the project, the eutrophic body of water will 	
return to an ecologically healthy habitat for fish and wildlife 	
and filter polluted run-off water. Native plant species will also 	
be planted along the lake to prevent erosion.

In the last three decades, fertilizers, pesticides and herbicides 
from surrounding lawns and agricultural fields have flowed into 
the lake through stormwater runoff. Nutrient-rich sediments 
accumulated, causing an explosion of plant and algal growth. 	
The activity depleted oxygen levels and led to fish kills. 

The 5.8 acre JJC Lake is a central aesthetic feature of the 	
Main Campus. It has a 362-acre watershed, which includes 	
the college campus; parking lots; wooded, farm and open 	
fields; and residential and commercial developments. The 
accumulation of sediment has reduced the lake’s water-holding 
capacity by 20 percent. 

Since the majority of lake-bottom sediment is comprised of 
fibrous peat, silts, decomposing organic matter, and clay, during 
the two month dredging process, it was distributed onto the 
college’s agricultural fields. After dewatering, the nutrient-rich 
sediment will be spread over the fields. The entire project is 
expected to be complete in summer 2010.

THE JJC LAKE RESTORATION PROJECT

A project to restore the ecological health of the JJC Lake is nearly complete.

from green to clean
by Kelly Rohder
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Project highlights

• �Best management practices will be implemented to 
reduce non-point source pollution and ensure the 	
long-term health of the lake.

• �Separators and a wetland swale will be installed to filter 
runoff water from the parking lots.

• �A bio-swale and a bio-filter cell will be installed to filter 
runoff water from agricultural fields, grass fields and 
residential areas.

• �Native plant species will be planted along the shoreline 	
to prevent soil erosion.

Benefits

• �Unsightly floating debris, odor problems and sediment 
buildup will be reduced.

• �A clean, healthy habitat for fish, wildlife and native plant 
species will be restored.

• �Approximately two feet will be added to the depth of the 
lake on average.

• �Education and research opportunities will be increased.

• �A valuable outdoor laboratory for JJC faculty and students 
will be restored and maintained.

• �Funding for this project provided, in part, by the Illinois 
Environmental Protection Agency through Section 319 	
of the Clean Water Act.

For more information on the lake project, visit www.jjc.edu/info/lake.

from green to clean
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Pat O’Connor played football and wrestled for 
Joliet Catholic High School in the late 1950s and 
early 1960s. He attended Joliet Junior College, 
where he continued his participation in both 
sports and was a member of the Wolves 1963 
National Championship Wrestling Team. Pat went 
on to wrestle for Western Illinois University and 
graduated with his teaching degree. 

Pat was instrumental in creating the wrestling 
program at Illini Bluffs High School in Glasford, 	
Ill., in 1970 and has continued to run the 	
wrestling program there for the past 37 years. 	
He established the first kids wrestling club 	
in central Illinois in 1974 and coached for the 	
next 22 years. His high school teams have won 
over 500 deal meets, 15 IHSA Regional titles, 	
six conference championships, two IHSA Sectional 
titles, and have placed 5th (1981) and 3rd 	
(1982) in the IHSA State Finals. Of Pat’s 73 	
state qualifiers, 28 have become place winners— 
three as state champions. 

Pat has been honored eight times as the Central 
Illinois Class A Coach of the Year; in 1982 the 
Illinois Wrestling Coaches and Officials Association 
(IWCOA) selected Pat as the Class A Coach of the 
Year. The Glasford Optimist Club named Pat as its 
Man of the Year in 1983. 

In 1994, the IWCOA inducted Pat into its 
prestigious Hall of Fame. In 2007, Pat was chosen 
as one of the Grand Marshals for the IHSA State 
Wrestling Finals.

As a final note, Pat has had the good fortune to 
coach his three sons, Patrick, Shawn and Casey, 
and each one has earned a medal in the IHSA 
State Finals. 

Daniel Wilson worked with Pittsburg testing 
lab during the construction of Braidwood Nuclear 
Power Station (1976-1988). He has also worked 
as a nuclear security officer at Dresden Station 
(1988-2000). Since 2001, Wilson has been a 
bailiff for Judge Richard Siegel in the civil division 
of the Will County Circuit Court. 

Kathleen Gerz earned a B.A. in history from the 
College of St. Francis after graduating from Joliet 
Junior College. In 1997, Gerz earned an M.S. in 
education also from St. Francis. In 2008, Gerz 
retired after teaching for 35 years in the Reed-
Custer schools. Shortly after retiring, Gerz and 	
her husband moved to Oshkosh, Wis.

Janet Adams has recently completed a 
Certificate of Professional Achievement in 	
Family and Divorce Mediation from DePaul 
University’s Center for Conflict Resolution. 	
Adams is currently working on completing a 
certificate program in Group Facilitation also 
at DePaul. This will lead to an international 
certification as a certified professional facilitator. 

Kim LeBel is on active duty as a nurse in 
the Navy. LeBel was deployed to Afghanistan 	
from April 2008 to April 2009. She is a Purple 
Heart recipient, is married to Allen LeBel, and 	
has three daughters.

Paul Dietmann, after completing an associate in 
science degree at Joliet Junior College, received a 
B.S. in agricultural economics from the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. Dietmann went 
on to graduate school and earned an M.S. at 
UW-Madison. He spent 11 years as a county 
agricultural agent with the UW-Extension and 
took his current position with the Wisconsin 
Department of Agriculture in 2007. 

Recently, Dietmann wrote “A Scan of the Farm-
Level Financial Situation at the End of 2009,” 
an article for publication in Status of Wisconsin 
Agriculture, 2010. 

Colette Boynton received her B.S. in special 
education from Illinois State University and has 
taught special education for the past 15 years. 
Boynton is currently working on her master’s 
degree for educational administration, expecting 
to graduate in May 2010.

Alumni Notes

1966

1971

1972

1977

1981

1984

1992
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Patricia Shue has worked in the mathematics 
department at Joliet Junior College for over 	
23 years—two years as student tutor/classroom 
assistant, six months as an admissions 
information clerk, and 21 years as the 
mathematics department secretary. Shue was 
president of the Clerical Council, Local 604, for 
four years, charter president of Phi Theta Kappa, 
and a Phi Theta Kappa co-adviser for seven years.  

Jeff Duncan, owner of Duncan Foods, has had 
two of his sauces place first and second in the 
2009 “The Hot Pepper Awards.” His FIRE took 
first place, and his HOT took second under the 
“Unique” section of the BBQ sauce category. 	
At present, Jeff is waiting for word from Wal-Mart 
to determine whether they will carry his products. 
More information about Duncan Foods can be 
obtained at www.drunkenweenies.com.

Madelyn Thomas is currently a clinical research 
coordinator at Joliet Oncology. Thomas acquired 
her B.B.A. from Robert Morris University.

Laura Schmidt owns a remodeling company and 
has a B.S. in leadership communication. Schmidt 
has a real estate broker license and continues to 
take classes at JJC. 

Miguel Cepeda received an associate of arts from 
Joliet Junior College. He went on to receive a B.A. 
in economics from Illinois State University in 2009.

Catherine Jurisic received a bachelor’s degree 
with high honors in interdisciplinary studies 
with minors in business administration and 
management in August 2009. She was 	
inducted into Alpha Sigma Lambda National 	
Honor Society in November 2009. Jurisic is 
currently attending Maryland University for an 
M.B.A. and a M.S. in procurement and contracting.

Yolanda Hopson attended DeVry University 
and graduated summa cum laude in October 	
2009, receiving a B.S. degree with an emphasis 	
on accounting.

Johnathan Wilson was nominated by the 
Illinois Board of Higher Education Student 	
Advisory Committee to serve on the Illinois 
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC). 	
This nomination was forwarded to Governor 	
Quinn who subsequently appointed Wilson 	
as the sole student representative to the 
Commission. The Senate of the Illinois State 
General Assembly has recently approved Governor 
Quinn’s appointment, which allows Wilson voting 
privileges on the ISAC Commission.

1994

2003

2004

2006

2008

We need your e-mail address and other 	
pertinent information about you, including 
news about your family, your career, and any 
other information you would like to share with 
the Alumni Association and JJC alumni. We will 
include your news in the next Alumni Notes.

Photos are also welcome; simply provide 	
information about the content of the photos. 
Then, mail it along with the photos to: 

JJC Alumni Relations Office 
Room J-2049 
1215 Houbolt Road 
Joliet, IL 60431-8938

Or forward your information and 	
digital photos (.jpg format) via e-mail 	
to alumni@jjc.edu.
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Once roaming the halls at Joliet Junior 
College, Jason Sheedy finds himself 
on the streets of New York City on the 
search for enough donuts to feed 300 
hungry audience members for the 	
“Late Night with Jimmy Fallon” show.

Sheedy won the Fallon show’s Late 
Night Intern Contest this September—	
a whirlwind from where he was a few 
years ago.

After earning an associate degree 
from JJC in 2006, he transferred to 
Savannah College of Art and Design 
(SCAD), where he is currently a full-
time student. 

Last summer, back in his hometown of 
Morris, Ill., Sheedy began searching for 
an internship. After sending numerous 
e-mails and applications and having 
little luck, Sheedy began losing hope.

Having heard rumor of the intern 
contest, Sheedy decided to submit a 
video. In early September, Sheedy was 
informed that he had been selected as 
one of ten finalists, who were all asked 
to create a video segment depicting 
their lives while at college. 

So Sheedy tied himself to a chair in 
a dark room in a mock set-up of an 

interrogation. Begging for the life 	
of his friend, he was forced to hand 
over a DVD describing his life at SCAD.

Two days after sending his video 
submission, Sheedy answered an 
unexpected phone call from NBC. 	
He was told he had won the 
competition and was instructed to 
board the next flight to New York 	
City as a guest of Fallon’s show.

“As soon as I entered the studio, 
everyone was very welcoming. I felt 
very comfortable,” Sheedy said. “And 
Jimmy was exactly how he appears on 
the show—very positive and upbeat.”

Not long after, Sheedy was 	
already being rushed out on his 	
first assignment, collecting enough 	
donuts for the entire studio audience. 
Sheedy now receives monthly 
assignments and blogs on the 	
show’s Web page.

With the skills acquired at JJC, 	
Sheedy has gone from taping mock 	
SNL skits to working along side one 	
of his idols—Jimmy Fallon.

“Not only did I want…a degree,” 
Sheedy said. “JJC also gave me the 
stepping-stones to where I am now.” 

by Ericka Wellner

JJC graduate takes his act 
to TV talk show as intern

Sheedy (right) with Fallon on set.
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The new greenhouse facility is the first building completed as part of the college’s Master Plan construction program.
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JJC Financial Fast Facts
• �A JJC graduate can expect to earn $900,000 more 	

than a high school graduate over the course of his/her 
working lifetime.

• �JJC’s operating expenditures in the district produce over 	
$5 million in output, resulting in a total economic impact 	
of nearly $15 million.

• �It is estimated the current Facilities Master Plan will 
generate 8,000 new jobs in the district through the direct 
and indirect impacts of construction and the college’s 	
ability to produce more graduates.

• �The average full-time JJC student can save $13,000 by 
attending JJC for the first two years of college instead of 	
a four-year public university and nearly $42,000 over a 	
four-year private university.

• �JJC awards over $15 million annually in federal, state, and 
institutional financial aid. Nearly 70 percent of that amount is 
made in the form of non-repayable grants and tuition waivers.

• �Thousands of students receive financial aid based on need 
every year at JJC. In 2009, JJC awarded over 2,500 federal 
Pell Grants and nearly 1,800 state MAP grants. 

• �A renegotiated agreement with MidAmerican Energy 
Services, resulting in an estimated savings of $113,000 
annually at JJC.

• �JJC recently received an upgrade in its bond rating from 	
AA to AA+.

• �JJC is one of only 14 colleges in the nation to win the 
Government Financial Officers Association (GFOA) award.

Financial Highlights
• �The district’s financial status continues to be strong 

despite economic conditions. Net assets increased 8.6 
percent over the course of the year. New construction 
in the district has increased the equalized assessed 
valuation (EAV) by 6.9 percent and property tax 	
revenue by 7.3 percent in fiscal 2009.

• �Overall revenues were $112.0 million, $6.2 million 
more than expenses.

• �Total costs increased by approximately 17.7 	
percent because of budgeted increases in personnel 
line items, benefit costs, interest expense attributed 
to the $70 million bond issue, student financial aid 
passed through the District, and the on-behalf 	
pension contribution from the state of Illinois. 

• �$70 million in general obligation bonds (alternate 
revenue source) were issued for funding the student 
service-based projects of the master plan.

• �Enrollment and tuition revenue increased by 	
20.1 percent.  

Vision
Joliet Junior College, the nation’s first public community 
college, will be a leader in teaching and learning, and 
the first choice for postsecondary education.

Mission
Joliet Junior College enriches people’s lives through 
affordable, accessible, quality programs and services. 
The college provides transfer and career preparation, 
training and workforce development, and a lifetime of 
learning to the diverse community it serves.



2009 2008

REVENUES

Operating Revenues	
 Tuition & Fees	 $27.5	 $22.9	 $4.6	 20.1%
 Sales & Service Fees	 7.8	 7.5	 0.3	 4.0%
 Miscellaneous	 1.9	 1.8	 0.1	 5.6%

Non-Operating Revenues
Taxes	 39.9	 37.2	 2.7	 7.3%
State & Federal Sources	 30.9	 25.0	 5.9	 23.6%
Other	 4.0	 6.4	 (2.4)	 -37.5%

Total Revenues	 $112.0	 $100.8	 $11.2	 11.1%

EXPENSES

Instruction	 37.2	 33.8	 3.4	 10.1%
Academic Support	 3.0	 2.7	 0.3	 11.1%
Student Services	 18.5	 14.6	 3.9	 26.7%
Public Services	 2.9	 1.8	 1.1	 61.1%	
Operations & Maintenance of Plant	 10.7	 9.4	 1.3	 13.8%
Independent Operations	 8.6	 8.2	 0.4	 4.9%
General Administration	 4.2	 3.7	 0.5	 13.5%
Institutional Support	 15.1	 12.7	 2.4	 18.9%
Depreciation	 2.6	 2.5	 0.1	 4.0%
Interest	 3.0	 0.5	 2.5	 500.0%

Total Expenses	 $105.8	 $89.9	 $15.9	 17.7%

Increase in Net Assets	 $6.2	 $10.9	 $(4.7)

NET ASSETS

Beginning of Year	 $71.9	 $61.0
End of Year	 $78.1	 $71.9

Increase/Decrease

Changes in Net Assets from Operating Results [in millions of dollars]
The total cost of all programs and services was $105.8 million. The District’s program-related expenses are predominantly 	
instructional cost, academic support, student services, and public services, which were $61.6 million or 59% of total expenses. 

% Change
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Condensed Statement of Net Assets [in millions of dollars]
Changes in net assets over time serve as a useful indicator of government’s financial position.

2009 2008

Current Assets	 $134.5	 $57.5	 $77.9	 135.5%
Capital Assest, Net	 47.2	 43.6	 3.6	 8.3%

Total Assets	 182.6	 101.1	 81.5	 80.6%

Current Liabilities	 26.6	 20.2	 6.4	 31.7%
Long-Term Liabilities	 77.9	 9.0	 68.9	 765.6%

Total Liabilities	 104.5	 29.2	 75.3	 257.9%

Net Assets	
Invested in Capital Assets,

Net of Related Debt	 34.8	 33.1	 1.7	 5.1%
Restricted	 11.1	 8.3	 2.8	 33.7%
Unrestricted	 32.2	 30.5	 1.7	 5.6%

Total Net Assets	 $78.1	 $71.9	 $6.2	 8.6%

Increase/Decrease % Change
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Taxes

Miscellaneous

Other

Tuition and Fees

Sales and 
Service Fees

State and 
Federal Sources

Operations and	 10%
Maintenance of Plant

Independent Operations	 8%

General Administration	 4%

Institutional Support	 14%

Depreciation	 2%

Interest	 3%

Instruction	 35%

Academic Support	 3%

Student Services	 18%

Public Services	 3%
	

Expenses for Fiscal Year 2009

Revenue for Fiscal Year 2009

Taxes	 36%

Miscellaneous	 2%
 	
Other	 3%

Tuition and Fees	 24%

Sales and Service Fees	 7%

State and Federal Sources	 28%

Operations and Maintenance

Depreciation

Interest
Instruction

Academic 
Support

Student 
Services

Public 
Services

Independent Operations

General
Administration

Institutional
Support
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Taxes

Miscellaneous

JOLIET JUNIOR COLLEGE FOUNDATION ANNUAL REPORT

Statement of Activities [June 30, 2009 and 2008]

Statement of Financial Position [June 30, 2009 and 2008]

	
Total Current Assets	 $12,501,436	 $15,273,173	                       
Capital Assets, Net	 905	 905

Total Assets	 12,502,341	 15,274, 078	                       
 
Total Current Liabilities	 2,578	 57,935	                      
Total Net Assets	 12,499,763	 15,216,143	                       

Total Liabilities and	 12,502,341	 15,274,078	                       
Net Assets	

Total Revenues	 $(1,697,900)	 $1,334,199	                        
Total Expenses	 1,018,480	 4,583,719	                        

Net Assets  
Beginning of Fiscal Year	 15,216,143	 19,508,398	                      
End of Fiscal Year	 12,499,763	 15,216,413	                        

Endowment	 9,273,559	 8,913,980	                        
Investments	 12,081,331	 15,084,718	                   
Annual Contributions	 780,960	 776,624	                        
Scholarships Awarded	 712,509	 568,283	                    

Letter from John Weitendorf, Jr.
Foundation President

Since its founding in 1973, the Joliet Junior College Foundation has 
been dedicated to the students and faculty of Joliet Junior College. 
In today’s especially tough economic climate, the aid provided by 
the Foundation—scholarships and grants that fund equipment and 
programs—truly supports the college’s mission to enrich people’s lives 
through affordable, accessible, and quality programs and services. 

On behalf of the JJC Foundation Board of Directors, I want to thank 
all of the charitable individuals, businesses and organizations that 
continue to support Joliet Junior College. Last year, we awarded more 
than $700,000 in scholarships to JJC students. Your kindness and 
generosity make JJC an attainable resource for the community. 

For more information about gift opportunities, contact Kristin Mulvey, 
executive director of the JJC Foundation, at (815) 280-2353 or visit 
www.jjc.edu/about/foundation.

Sincerely,

John Weitendorf, Jr.
President, JJC Foundation

Depreciation

Independent Operations

General
Administration

Institutional
Support

2009

2009

2008

2008



JJC CONNECTIONS | SPRING 2010

Awards for Excellence funds innovative tool for 
automotive students
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Leaning into the driver’s side of a 	
Ford Taurus, JJC student Lindsay Doran 
reaches under the steering column to 
grab the receiving end of a scan tool.  
Plugging in what looks like a hand-held 
computer fit with an electronic screen 
and digital read, Doran grips the device 
waiting for the empty screen to scroll 
with text and codes.

The same tool Doran is using in 	
class is the exact same tool currently 
being used in repair and diagnostic 
shops today.

Students like Doran are given the 
opportunity to learn with updated 
equipment thanks to grants awarded 
to the college by the JJC Foundation, 
better preparing them for careers in 	
the automotive industry. 

This past fall, the Foundation 	
awarded the automotive program 
$5,000 through the Awards for 
Excellence program, which provides 
$25,000 biannually in grant money 	
for projects that are not included in 	
the college’s budget. 

“Updated equipment allows the 
chance to enhance students’ learning 
opportunities,” says Kristin Mulvey, 	
the director of institutional 
advancement and the executive 	
director of JJC Foundation.

The last couple of decades have 	
seen radical advancements in 
automotive technology. The once 
popular gas-guzzling automobiles 
have been replaced with fuel-efficient 
hybrids, and vehicles have evolved 	

from being mechanically regulated 	
to being controlled, almost entirely, 	
by computer sensors.   

“[The scan tool] was a good 
investment,” says Doran whose 	
part-time job is at an auto shop. 	
“A lot of the shops use these [scan 
tools]; it makes the transition easier.”

Keeping with current technology is 
crucial in order to stay competitive 
with the automotive industry, explains 
Jim Coleman, a full-time auto service 
professor. With the recent grant the 
program is able to do so. 

“The equipment and technology is on 
par or better than average [compared 
with other colleges],” Coleman says 
about the nationally recognized and 
certified automotive program.

The automotive program is just one 
of many that have experienced the 
benefits of the Awards for Excellence 

Program. The Plus 50 Workforce 
Center, a program that offers 	
education and training services for 
individuals over the age of 50, also 
received over $5,000 this past fall, 
which was used to waive over a dozen 
tuitions for individuals unemployed and 
to supply new materials.

“The Awards for Excellence 	
program helps us take things off 
the wish list and put them into the 
classroom,” says Mulvey. “It has 
advanced student learning.”

by Ericka Wellner

Fundraising On All Cylinders
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Mark Your Calendar
for the Joliet Junior College
Alumni Association

29th Annual Alumni Brunch
Sunday, June 13 
11 a.m.

Renaissance Center
214 North Ottawa Street
Joliet, Ill. 60431

Cost is $30 per person. 

For more information, call (815) 280-2328.

The college is committed 	

to being environmentally 	

responsible by reducing 	

consumption of the 	

earth’s natural resources, 	

which includes paper. 

To help us reach this 	

goal, join our e-mail list 	

and we’ll send you the information you need to know 

electronically without using paper. This magazine, 

as well as other communications from the college, is 

available in an electronic format, so help us reduce our 

impact on the earth by using e-mail. Send your e-mail 

addresses to kmyers@jjc.edu. JJC and the environment 

appreciate your consideration!

Help JJC
GO GREEN!

Upcoming Events at JJC

May 1, 2010
	 2nd Annual JJC 5K Race

May 13, 2010 
	 JJC Honors Recital

May 14, 2010 
	 Spring Commencement

June 21, 2010	  
	 20th Annual JJC Foundation Golf Outing

Check www.jjc.edu/info/events for up-to-date information on events.

For more information contact the  
Fine Arts Department at (815) 280-2200  
or visit www.jjc.edu/info/fine-arts.

CULTURE  
AT JJC!
Every year the Fine Arts 	

department offers a wealth 	

of entertainment and cultural 

activities for the community 

to enjoy. With excellent 	

theatre productions, must-

see art gallery openings 	

and nationally recognized 

musical offerings, the college 

is a cultural destination in 	

the Chicagoland area.



WHAT IS YOUR JJC STORY? 
We want to hear how JJC helped you 	
start your career, realize your dreams 	
or begin a new path in life. 

Visit www.jjc.edu/info/alumni 
to submit your story and 
reconnect with your college. 

Ramsey Mallory (‘90) 
achieved his goal of 
becoming an attorney. His 
success story started at JJC. 

1215 Houbolt Road
Joliet, IL 60431-8938
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